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become the champions of Greek megalomania. The British
Government alone remained behind the Greeks, for that
intensely anti-Asiatic Power, the United States of America,
confined its part to moral apothegms and Platonic blessings.
The year 1920 closed in the full belief in a Greek triumph.
Their troops had entered Anatolia, there did not seem to be
any one to stand up against them, and the moral flaw was
to be redeemed by a bloody triumph, such as William of
Hohenzollern contemplated when he ordered his hordes to
ravage Belgium and France. That was the moment of
Lord Reading's appointment to be Viceroy and Governor-
General of India, where one-fourth of the population was
Moslem, and where the splendid traditions of the Mogul
dynasty were scarcely less of a glorious heritage than the
achievements of the House of Othman in Stamboul.

Of the two problems of the first magnitude that awaited
the attention of the new Viceroy it really seemed as if the
latter presented the less favourable chance of a happy and
just solution. The first problem was of a domestic order,
and allowed time for its settlement. The second extended
in its effects and influence far beyond the borders of India,
its repercussions could not but be felt wherever men of the
Mahomedan faith foregathered, and time pressed instead of
waited for its settlement. The reputation of British
Ministers, as men of honour, was on trial; from the moral as
well as the political point of view vital and far-reaching
issues hung in the balance.

That was the situation when Lord Reading landed at
Bombay on 2nd April, 1921. His reception was flattering
and encouraging, so much so that in bis reply to the address
of welcome from the Bombay Municipal Corporation he
declared that his earnest desire to contribute to the welfare
and happiness of India and the Indian people would, if
possible, be intensified. At the same time he showed that
he fully realized the responsibilities that were about to
devolve on him when he declared that he felt almost over-
whelmed by their magnitude and vastness. In the course
of his remarks he used words of hopeful augury. He
expressed his conviction that " justice and sympathy never